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U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E

5th Bomb Wing Public Affairs, Minot Air Force Base, ND 58705 

COLONEL DANIEL J. CHARCHIAN
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Colonel Daniel J. Charchian is the vice commander of the 5th Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force Base, N.D.  As the wing’s second in command, he’s responsible for the health and welfare of roughly 4,800 active duty members, 500 civilian employees and 6,000 family members stationed here.  He also helps direct operations involving the wing’s fleet of B-52H bombers in support of the Air Force’s rapid-response, combat-ready force.  This bomber force supports theater commanders worldwide as well as strategic forces assigned to U.S. Strategic Command. 

Colonel Charchian received his commission through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Rensselear Polytechnic Institute, N.Y., in May 1983.  He attended undergraduate pilot training at Columbus Air Force Base, Miss., and graduated in 1984.  He has extensive experience in the B-52G, B-52H and B-1B bombers as a pilot, aircraft commander, instructor and evaluator.  During his career, he commanded the 9th Bomb Squadron during Operation Desert Fox -- the combat debut of the B-1B Lancer.  His joint experience includes a tour on the U.S. Forces Korea staff as joint force planner and chief of the deployment management team.   He also served as the director of the Air Force Executive Review Secretariat at Headquarters Air Force at the Pentagon.  
EDUCATION:
1983
Bachelor’s degree, architectural engineering, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, N.Y.

1988
Master’s degree, human resource management, State University of New York at Binghamton

1988 
Squadron Officers’ School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1994
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1994
Armed Forces Staff College, Va.

1998
Air War College by seminar


2001
Master’s degree, strategic studies, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. June 1983 – June 1984, student, undergraduate pilot training, 14th Student Squadron, Columbus Air Force Base, Miss.

2. July 1984 – December 1984, student, B-52 combat crew training, 4017th Combat Crew Training Squadron, Castle Air Force Base, Calif. 

3. January 1985 – December 1985, B-52 pilot, 668th Bomb Squadron, Griffiss Air Force Base, N.Y.

4. January 1986 – April 1987, B-52 standardization and evaluation pilot, 416th Bomb Wing, Griffiss Air Force Base, N.Y.

5. May 1987 – February 1989, B-52 aircraft commander and instructor aircraft commander, 668th Bomb Squadron, Griffiss Air Force Base, N.Y.

6. March 1989 – April 1991, chief, bomber scheduling branch, 416th Bomb Wing, Griffiss Air Force Base, N.Y.

7. May 1991 – January 1992, combat crew training squadron instructor aircraft commander, 328th Bomb Squadron, Castle Air Force Base, Calif.

8. February 1992 – August 1992, combat crew training squadron assistant flight commander, 328th Bomb Squadron, Castle Air Force Base, Calif.

9. September 1992 – July 1993, instructor, Advanced Instrument Flight Course, 329th Combat Crew Training Squadron, Castle Air Force Base, Calif.

10. August 1993 – June 1994, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

11. July 1994 – September 1994, student, Armed Forces Staff College, Va.

12. September 1994 – July 1996, joint force planner and chief, deployment management team, U.S. Forces Korea, Yongsan Army Installation, Republic of Korea

13. August 1996 – January 1997, student, B-1B Formal Training Unit, 28th Bomb Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

14. February 1997– June 1998, assistant director of operations and operations officer, 9th Bomb Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

15. July 1998 – March 2000, commander, 9th Bomb Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

16. April 2000 – June 2000, deputy commander, 7th Operations Group, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

17. July 2000 – June 2001, student, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

18. July 2001 – July 2002, director, Air Force Executive Review Secretariat, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington D.C. 

19. August 2002 – March 2004, commander, 5th Operations Group, Minot Air Force Base, N.D.

20. March 2004 – Present, vice commander, 5th Bomb Wing, Minot Air Force Base, N.D.

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating: Command pilot 

Flight hours: More than 3,400

Aircraft flown: T-37, T-38, B-52G, B-52H and B-1B

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal 

Joint Service Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Combat Readiness Medal with four oak leaf clusters

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:
Second lieutenant

Jun 1, 1983

First lieutenant

Jun1, 1985

Captain


Jun 1, 1987

Major


Mar 1, 1994

Lieutenant colonel
Jan 1, 1998
Colonel


Jul 1, 2002

Current as of March 2004

